jSttpmrte Court nf States 

‘JSastfmgtot 25. ©- Ql. 
December 3, 1963 



Chambers of 
THE CHIEF JUSTICE 


Honorable Nicholas Katzenbach, 

Deputy Attorney General, 

Justice Department, 

Washington, D. C. 

My dear General: 

I am enclosing herewith copy of a letter I have addressed to 
the members of the President's Commission to investigate the assassina- 
tion of President Kennedy concerning the first meeting to be held at the 
National Archives Building on Thursday, December 5th, at 10:00 a. m. 

I would appreciate it if you would be present at that time to 
brief us somewhat on the procedures which may be involved and the 
materials which will probably be available to us. 

Also, I would like to request that you furnish us with a court 
reporter to take verbatim notes of the meeting. 


Looking forward to seeing you on Thursday, I am 

Sincerely, 
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December 3, 1963 


Honorable Richard Russell, 

United States Senator, 

Washington, O. C. 

My dear Senator: 

I am calling a meeting of $he President's Commission to inves- 
tigate the assassination of President Kennedy on Thursday, December 5th, 
at 10:00 a. m. in the Conference Room of the National Archives Building. 

I was not able to contact you sooner because I have just now 
arranged for quarters and obtained information from the Department of 
Justice concerning what material will be available to us and when it can 
be furnished. The reports of the various agencies involved have net yet 
been completed, so as far as I know now the first meeting will be only for 
organisational purposes. X am asking Deputy Attorney General Katsenbach 
to attend our meeting for the purpose of giving us further information con- 
cerning the availability of material. 

Looking forward to seeing you Thursday morning, I am 


Sincefely, 



HJMtmrms 

11/27/63 


The Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Herbert I . Miller, Jr. 

Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division 


December 2 1?C3 
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Assassination of John F. Kennedy, Dallas, Texas, 
November 22, 1963 



Robert Morgenthau, United States Attorney, Southern 
District of New York, st ated that he 
reliable sources that 



approximately ten days ago that he had a "contract" on either some 
high official or on the President of die United States. 


It is requested that I 


interviewed. 



Records 
Chron 
A AG Miller 
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November 29, 1963 

THE WHITE HOUI 


The President today announced that he is appointing a Special Com- 
mission to study and report upon ail facts and circumstances relating 
to the assassination of the late President, John F, Kennedy, and the 
subsequent violent death of the man charged with the assassination. 

The President stated that the Majority and Minority Leadership of 
the Senate and the House of Representatives have been consulted with 
respect to the proposed Special Commission. 

The members of the Special Commission are: 


Chief Justice Earl Warren, Chairman 
Senator Richard Russell (Georgia) 

Senator John Sherman Cooper (Kentucky) 

Representative Hale Boggs (Louisiana) 

Representative Gerald Ford (Michigan) 

Hon. Allen W. Dulles of Washington 
Hon. John J. Me Cloy of New York 

The President stated that the Special Commission is to be instructed 
to evaluate all available information concerning the subject of the in- 
quiry. The Federal Bureau of Ixyestigation, pursuant to an earlier 
directive of the President, i3 making complete investigation of the facts. 
An inquiry, is also scheduled by a Texas Court of Inquiry convened by 
the Attorney General of Texas under Texas law. 


The Special Commission will have before it all evidence uncovered by 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation and all information available to any 
agency of the Federal Government. The Attorney General of Texas 
has also offered his cooperation. All Federal agencies anioffices^ are s 
being directed to furnish services and coope ration to t hd^^peeijs. Cora*^ 
mission. The Commission will also be em powered to conduct any 
further investigation that it deems desirably. {DEPART" 

The President is instructing the Special Coxhmissi^|o^ti^^^sel 
that the truth is known as far as it can be discovered', and to report 
findings and conclusions to him, to the American people,^ ^nd to the! 
world. * 1 
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JBJ FTIEK the assassination, twa Texas newspapers ,,/ 
— one in Dallas, the other- in Houston— spoke y* 
• * approvingly of the deed and mocked the slate 
President. ':r- .. ../.*;- 

The Dallas Herald saidr “God Almighty ordered^ 
this event or it could never have taken place." ' ;<<•? • ' : 
'"' • ! .•' •'.*•••' •■.•>•}%>. .'y. . • -o •*.- 

The Houston Telegraph said: "What sacrifices* by^ 
flame and sword, by insult, confiscation, exile and 
death, and by all the wrongs which make oppression .v 
bitter, shall be required of us as the expiation, we^; 
know- not. All of them we defy.’* , . v v .> 

There was no question about who had pulled the 
trigger. The questions arose afterward. . . - 


posed, te b* near the President changed** 

Whjr,d»c«*tsrta. p«scm» Invited to . br with tire? 
Pre eklent at the tbnr at **» ■mutiiiiiin - r ,\ r *- n ty 1 
_Ond they todtob* dMdMlitU a^A'aS ftOjK l 

..: • WSJC wax tie'Prrefcfent # own ’choice & 
guarilatUretiinaoCtire unuinxtlon ignored for * 


W.dti 


Jok«iu,*-Wby did.h*ta»L 
‘ ■*» for- Ole ramntoxfoir of nine men pi 


| tt» Jiyldenc* 'anti try: tie. guilty,' -wb^-Jx 
/“•“•kT and others far owre quaBfled oceijg 

this haad-p*ck«<t ctatmilaidwrai 
: sort* irttlft. the- prosecutora aed Federal « 


Was there a small conspiracy or a large one that 
reached into the highest quarters of the Administra- 
tion In Washington? . .., 


surrounded hy poUce «d aoWlers? To silence him,. . a* ^ ^ ^ 

; .~ ^ j tn» ta he M te opeiat. Why- were those responsible ~ . 

t >tUoeftu* the assassin to vet mv fl«af ( Since the' commission had Presidential autborf 

the S^TSSdlSSSr “V “* 

the assassins alleged killer claimed— or by a pistol t*w conspiracy, why w«e many documents. alter 

bullet as the autopsy revealed? : ‘'^Tl|7^^ - ^ § XK 

W<iy was the assassin s -second man" allowed to. WhT waa tha a s a a sai iv- s aUegcd kiUer^an eccen^u >;■/ Was, the commission's rush Joh tha result? 
get away across the border? And why, when evt- trie with a- sea pro Went— made Into a hero Instead . pressure to sUence critics, reap a whirlwind ' 

dence of his whereabouts was disclosed, did high of being 4*ml3hed. without delay? " 4 ' ' . " ' 4 ". mange (or the death of a beloved' President, or f 

Dersons in Washington n refer that im news about ' • ■'■"?'* . - ' '7' ) '' tw* -m . .v, " « j 


tute bodyguard— » heaey drinker wbo often wram<f .-\ the Presldent and thencompounded their hreiiffl 
^ up in h o TO ^- penetltutfan-aetther examined W-^'by aftm-tog-ihe asaa«in- trSjSedt b JbSti 

Wax tt. Indeed tree that Vice President Jotma« V-r . Vk.,,'-; , ^ 

and the assassin knew- «ch other? U not. why did V ‘ 

, the- assassin pen a personal note to the Vice Pw*l- < ^ 

dent on the. eery day- of. the assassination? ••• wmrwiUiiiC'i 

.. ■• Why W. the amaaaha-e diary ’ < akA ! t 9 ~ , -WHg dldthn commission conduct aB Its eridee 

*• -iV . '■■ r V Why;, adrern.lt. yxaa ah last reeealad. were lg pages Woeedareslatong military- lines, includin g the d 

Why was the assassin himself killed when he wax ' ; oat-' oat*,-^ 1 .- J -ifja vot» instea d td.'s iii 

:_a-. ... - «•• Wf» • thhr eemmlsgtar>t 




bullet — as the- autopsy revealed? ~ jj . 1 .-^ 

W&y was the assassin's ‘*36001x1 man" allowed to-v 
get away across the border? And why, when evi- 
dence of his whereabouts was disclosed, did high 
persons in Washington prefer that no news about 
this man get out to the general public? 

Why did a member of the Cabinet forbid pictures 
of the slain President and order all photographic 
evidence — except his own — destroyed? 

Was a cover-up ordered by a Cabinet member 
that allowed accomplices before and after the fact 
of assassination to get away with murder? 

If so. was the cover-up made necessary because 
of a need to present a united front in the eyes of 
foreign nations ? 

Did the plot to kill the President originate with 
Irish Catholics? With the Jesuits? Even the Pope 
himself? ,’ v ...‘.7 ' , . ^v 

Because of the assassin's final words, why wasn’t 
his mother fully questioned about the deed? . 

Why were advertisements allowed that tipped off 
the assassin about the exact time and place where 
the President would be ? ^ - 


Why were all suspects known to be intimates' of 
the assassin removed from the scene? 

What conflicts and rivalries existed between the 
city and Federal police? Why was one lax. the other 
vigorous, and neither willing to complain about 
official negligence? 

Was it a fact that a Congressional committee 
secretly started an Inquiry to determine if the new 
President had a hand in the murder of his prede- 
cessor? 

Y Why was the chief justice of the District of Co- 
flumbta placed in the position of having to take 
| testimony immediately after the assassination? 

Had the first shot fired by the assassin at the 
President misfired, would he have had enough time 
to get off a second, shot? . 

Why, when the assassin waa reburied, did ru- 
mors start that the man who was shofc was not. 
actually the assassin ? ; v 


the nefarious aim of entrenching the new leadership 
la Washington ? ' . -V,*-.'- 1 -: v ^ ^<3 

Why were books and souvenirs of the assassin^ 
ticn and commission inquiry manufactured and 
printed almost as soon as the President was buried 
— was the aim to seek profit or Uie truth? j 

Why, when the case was officially closed In Washw 
lugton, would it not stay closed? t ;d 


X O pat a bullet into the head of a President.^ thei 
United States — is there (in words this assassin hadj 
often declaimed) “method in T'-^-a conspiracy? Qrl 
is it (as Pascal wrote in his “Pens*es"> that atl 
times in history “men are mad so unavoidably that * 
not to- be mad would constitute one a madman oftj| 
another -order. of madness^?' 

r •' We- know not for certain to this day r though alko^ 
the above questions were raised then, or have beea j 
raised in out own time, about the assassination ofTJ 
Abraham Txincoln. 7 


HERBERT MITGANG, formerly of TKe Times 
editorial board, is executive editor of C.B.S. News. 


* „ THtNIW YO*KTIMil.MAa*IIHV* 


Sward P. Villen* 


U-27-63 
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(jue.tlaui about the President's assassination 


following are more questions whieh are being asked about the President' 
assassination: 

1. In the first press bulletin linking Oswald with tits President's 
assassination, he apparently was identified as a Pair Play far Cuba 
CosBdttee mentoer. How was this possible! 

2 . Is there any evidence that Oswald was anti-Semitic and had disrupted 
Jewish meetings? 

3. Did the CIA Interview Oswald on his return from Russia? Or did any 
government agency interview him on his r e t u r n from Russia? What were the 
results if any? 


b. Was any cor r es p ondence found in Oswald's living quarters? (It may be 
advisable to list everything found in Oswald's rented room and place where 
Ms wife was staying, showing any connection with the Caaamlst Party USA, 
if any, or disprove any connection with subversive organisations.) 

5* What are the details of Oswald obtaining his $ob? Did he get it after 
the President's rout was announced? 

6. What was the precise time that the first shot was fired? 


7. Was the Book Depositary building checked prior to the cavalcade? The 
details of all of this should be set forth. 


1 Presume that a full count of all physical evidence found in the room 
where the shot was fired will be included in the report. 

9d^Why did the Secret Service rush to protect Mrs. Oswald after Oswald was 
10. Was Oswald under surveillance in Dallas by anybody? 


/ a 9 ^// 
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11. What are the details of the FBI’s last contact -with Oswald? Was there 
any re as o n to hell ere he was & potential assassin? 

12. Can » trace Oswald's activities la the week of the assassination? 

13- Bare any st atement s been taken frcua the reporters who ware present 
at the shooting cdT Oswald? 

lV* Old Hnby have a peas to get into the police station? (All the reporters 
had to hare passes.) Who 1st Ruby Into that area? 

15* The first atmaonesnent ia Balias that the President woold -visit there 
appeared on the f ron t page at the Hellas Morning Sees on September 26* Sue 
does this date off September 26 relate to Oswald's visit to Mexico? What 
do » know about Oswald's aoveaenta after Septenher 2$t 

16* Wets the route used by the President one that Oswald could have anticipated 
far in advance would he need by the President? 


attachments 
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UNITED STATES GOVEKpMENT 

Memorandum 

to : Mr. Miller 


from -r^Ir. Foley 


subject: 





Last n ightl took a call for you from a person wh o identified 

himself asaBBHIIIIHHflHfHflHHHHHHi He 

permission to state a theory which he had relating to the 
assassination of the President. He said that to him Oswald 
did not have the kind of dedication which would lead him for 
ideological reasons to try to assassinate the President. He 
said, furthermore, the whole operation was obviously the 
result of careful plotting, planning and execution. If Oswald 
did not do this on his own, then obviously someone hired him 
to do it. 



He suggested that serious consideration be given to one of 
two people: Madam Nhu or General Walker. He said both 
would have public as well as personal reasons. Both also 
have been shown to have definite paranoic killing tendencies. 

He referred to Madam Nhu's statements at the time when Diem 
was killed. He also referred to Madam Nhu’s telegram to 
Mrs. Kennedy. He said, however, that what led him most to 
suspect Madam Nhu was the fact of the phone call shortly before 
the assassination from the Oxnard, California area, which is 
the same area where Madam Nhu remained in seclusion after 
her husband and brother-in-law were killed. 


As to General Walker he pointed to the fact that he lost his 
commission under President Kennedy, that the Attorney General 
was in measure at least responsible for the apprehension of 
Walker at Oxford, Mississippi, and that someone familiar with 
the Dallas area might well have been responsible for Oswald 
getting the job at a place along the parade route before that 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


DE..1RTMENT OF JUSTICE 

u 

y 


TO 


FROM : 


Mr. Nicholas deB. Katzenbach, Deputy Attorney date: November 27, 1963 
General 


Herbert J. Miller, Jr. , Assistant Attorney 
General, Criminal Division 


subject: Tentative Outline of Report Summarizing 


Investigation of the Assassination of the PresidpnTV 


21 ! MAY, 1985 




Based on our review of newspapers and other available 
materials, the following is a tentative o utline which might be 
followed in preparing the report to the President dealing with 
the assassination of President Kennedy. 

A. Scope of Investigation and Summary 

This section should review the extent of the investigative 
effort made by the local authorities and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. This should reflect collection of all relevant 
information from all Federal agencies. The report should 
contain a brief synopsis of the entire investigation in narrative 
form at the beginning. 

B. Events Preceding the Assassination 

The planning and programming of the trip including the 
dissemination of the schedule and line of march. The public 
announcement and the relationship to any other factors of the 
case with emphasis on times and dates involved. A brief state- 
ment of the events, and times of those events, in Fort Worth 
which preceded the landing at the Dallas Airport. The appearance 
of the President on the morning of the 22nd preceding the motorcade. 

C. Security Precautions 

This section will review the security measures taken by 
the Secret Service in cooperation with municipal, state and Federal 
law enforcement officers to the extent these can be disclosed. 
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D. Time and Place of Assassination 

This will include an exact description of the line of 
march, the location of the President's car in relation to directional 
indications, the speed of the line of march, the distance and 
directional location to buildings and other landmarks in the area. 

In this section we should detail the evidence painting to the firing 
of the shots from the Texas School Depository building, from the 
particular window, the number of shots, and the total time elapsed 
in the shooting. This will include any medical testimony or other 
physical examination indicating the angle of trajectory from the 
place of shooting to the President's car. 

E. Assassination Weapon 

Where was the weapon found. The proof that this was the 
weapon which fired the bullets which killed the President — 
ballistics tests. Identification on the weapon to indicate its user, 
its origin, its owner and its manufacturer. Any evidence of the 
firing of the weapon. All information concerning the ownership of 
this weapon, its purchase, its possession and all other identification 
of its ownership including photographs and witnesses of its use. 
Whereabouts and use of this weapon from time of purchase until 
crucial time of assassination. 

F. Suspect - Lee Harvey Oswald 

1. A brief personal description with special emphasis on 
employment at the Texas School Book Depository including dates 
of employment and function. 

2. Movements of Oswald prior to the time of the assassination. 
This includes his travels to work on that day, and his entrance into 
the building, including his identification by his supervisor to the 
policeman on guard, when he was carrying an unidentified package. 

3. His activities during the day up to the time of the 
identified firing of the shot. This will include all his movements 
as observed by his co-workers and supervisors. 

4. Evidence that Oswald was on the floor identified as the 
place from which the shot was fired. 



5. All additional evidence including palm prints, 
paraffin tests and other identification of suspect with the gun 
and the firing of the gun. 

6. Known movements of suspect subsequent to the 
assassination, as witnessed by police officers, bus drivers and 

cab drivers, private citizens and others. The evidence immediately 
preceding his apprehension by the Dallas Police Department 
including the alleged shooting of the Dallas policeman. In 
connection with these facts special emphasis should be placed 
on timing and distance from the Texas School Book Depository building. 

7. Personal history and background with special emphasis 
on those facts which may indicate possible motive and purpose of 
the assassination and possible association with other persons in 
this regard. In this history will be included his military background, 
his passport difficulties, his organization associations, his Russian 
trip and his recent organizational activity with the Fair Play to Cuba 
organization. In this area will also be included bis trip to Mexico 

as well as the full background of bis employment and associations 
in Dallas and New Orleans. Particular emphasis should be placed 
on his finances and a complete report on all known expenditures and 
income over the past few years should be prepared. In addition, it 
is important to have all known information on his foreign«horn wife, 
his mother, his brother and other members of his immediate family. 

8. Recent contacts by law enforcement agencies with 
Oswald prior to assassination. Liaison with local officials, if 
any, regarding Oswald's presence in Dallas. 

G. The Suspect's Detention by the Dallas Police Department 

1. The results of any interviews with the suspect by the police 
department or any other local, state or Federal officials, from the 
time of his arrest to the time of his death. 

2. Results of any searches of the suspect's personal 
belongings. The admission, if any, made by any member of his 
family to the Dallas Police Department at the time of detention. 

3. Circumstances surrounding the slaying of the suspect, 
including the plans made for his removal from the city jail to the 
county jail, the dissemination of that information, the purpose of 




his removal, tie precautions taken to assure his safe removal, 
the identification of all persons who had any contact with the suspect 
during his detention whether they were police officers, his family, 
private citizens or Federal officers. The enumeration, source or other i 
identification of any threats during his incarceration to him, to his 
family or to any law enforcement official because of the arrest. 

Any contact made on behalf of the suspect or requested by the 
suspect for assistance or representationincluding a full exploration 
of his possible association withff^^^H any 
former clients and any other persons of reputed 
tendencies. 


ofBHHNI 

Communist 


H. Murder of Lee Harvey Oswald by Jack Ruby 

The facts which are our primary concern in this particular 
investigation of the assassination relate to the murder of Oswald 
by Ruby and (1) the possible communication between Ruby and Oswald 
or their association in any other way in the assassination of the 
President, (2) the possible connection between Ruby and other persons eithe 
associated with Oswald or who for one reason or another desired to 
silence him forever, and (3) the possible association between Ruby and 
any other person which may have afforded Ruby the opportunity to 
murder Oswald. In order to resolve these questions, this section 
of the report should cover such matters as Ruby's background, 
including family, associates, activities, political sympathies, 
and prior association, if any, with Oswald. In addition, the report 
should cover his business interests in some detail and his relation- 
ships, if any, with members of the press, police department or 
other group which might account for his presence in the building. 

I. Other Suspects in Assassination or Murder 

All evidence concerning the possible participation, implication 
or suspicion of implication of any other person or persons in the 
assassination of the President of the United States. Here we should 
identify all other suspects relating the reason that they are suspected 
and the evidence which substantiates this suspicion. In this area, 
we should also relate any interviews or investigations conducted 
concerning any person suspected of implication fromthe time of 
the assassination of the President. 



J. Federal Jurisdiction 


This should be a detailing of the statutory basis which 
prevents the Federal Government from assuming direct supervision 
of the investigation of the assassination. 

K. Suggested Areas of Legislative Enactment 

In this area all pending or possible proposals' should be 
discussed in connection with the use of firearms, security measures 
surrounding the Chief Executive, and new legislation establishing the 
jurisdictional basis to permit Federal entry into the investigation 
at the earliest possible moment. 
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UNV*TD STATES GO 


Memorandum. 


OF JUSTICE 


Mr. William E. Foley 

First Assistant Criminal Division 


U $ 

date: November 26, 1963^ 


Miriam M. Santos 

Secretary to Mr. Herbert J. Miller, J r. 






subject: phone call froi 




HHUcalled this morning concerning some information cl 
he would like to get into the proper hands. He said he had given the jj 
information to a patrolman last Friday night while driving to Ohio ■% /'tjlg 
from Washington and heard some comments on the radiorabout possibility 
of others being involved in the assassination of President Kennedy. , ' \v3 

'^~vp^4£-His information was obtained while en route from Washington .'ll 
to Boston on a Pennsylvania Railroad train, in a parlor car. If someone ^ 
in authority could come to his office he would give details of when he >C| 
heard, what he heard, etc. His office is in the Universal Building | 

and phone number i 


' " f.~ 
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November 26, 1963 




MEMORANDUM FOR MR. C HAYES 


Subject: Cooperation with Justice Department 

on Investigation of Circumstances of 
President Kennedy's Assassination 


1 hereby designate you as the liaison officer with 
the Justice Department, and the contact point within the 
State Department, on the investigation of the circumstances 
of President Kennedy's assassination. 

I further request that Departmental officers render 
you all necessary cooperation and channel any contacts 
with the Justice Department on this matter through you. 


/a/ George W. Boti 

George W. Ball 


cc: S/S 

All Bureau Heads 
Justice - Mr. Katzenbach 
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November 25, 1963 


MEMORANDUM TOR MR. MOYERS 


It is important that all of tbs facts 
surrounding President Kennedy** Assassination be 
wade public in a way which will satisfy people in 
the United States and abroad that all the facts 
have been told and that a stateoent to this effect 
be sade now. 

1* The public Bust be satisfied that 
Oswald was the assassin; that he did not have 
confederates who are still at large; and that 
the evidence was such that he would have been 
convicted at trial. 

2. Speculation about Oswald's activation 
ought to be cut off, and we should have soce basis 
for rebutting thought that this was a C'weaunist 
conspiracy or (as the Iron Curtain press is saying) 
a right-wing conspiracy to blase it on the Coaraunlsts. 
Unfortunately the facts on Osveld seen about too pat— 
too obvious (Marxist, Cuba, Russian wife, etc.). The 
Dallas police heve put cut statements on the Communist 
conspiracy theory, and it was they who were in charge 
when he was shot and thus, silenced. 


3. The natter has been handled thus far 
with neither dignity nor conviction. Facts have been 
nixed with rumour and speculation. We can scarcely 
let the world see ua totally in the image of the 
Dallas police whan our President is murdered. 

I think this objective nay be satisfied 
by asking public as soon as possible a complete and 
thorough FBI report on Oswald and the assassination* 
Thi3 aay run into the difficulty of pointing to in- 
consistencies between this report and statements by 
Dallas police officials. But the reputation of the 
Bureau is such that it say do ths whole job. 
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The only other step would be the appointment 
of a Presidential Commission of unimpeachable personnel 
to review and examine the evidence and announce its 
conclusions* This has both advantages and disadvantages* 
It think it can await publication of the FBI report 
and public reaction to it here and abroad* 

£ think, however, that a statement that 
all the facts will be made public property in an 
orderly and responsible way should be nade now* Me 
need something to bead off public speculation or 
Congressional hearings of the wrong sort. 


Micholas deS. Katzenbach 
Deputy Attorney General 
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SEEDS OF D£ 

Some ftu e sREG EIVED- he President's Asa^sin^tion 
DEC 1 2 iSj3 j aC k Minnis and Stauglffcon Lynd 

CRIMINAL DIVISIoir Uonard sw ’ Atlanta ’ Ga ' 30314 


On December 3> newspapers reported that the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation would confirm in all essentials the version of the 
Presidents assassination previously presented by the Dallas police 
and by Gordon Shanklln, F.3.I. agent in charge in Dallas,, According 
to these accounts the F.B.I. will state that; (l) Lee Osx^ald B 
without accomplices, fired three shots at President Kennedy from a 
sixth floor window of the Texas Schoolbook Depository Building; 

(2) About five and one half seconds elapsed between the first shot 
and the last; (3) All three shots came from behind and slightly to 
the right of the President’s car; (4) The same weapon fired all 
three shots. 


These renorts astonished us. Like many citizens we have attempted 
to follow the details of the tragic events of November 22 as they have 
been released to the public. We have made what seems to us a careful 
analysis of the evidence. We have shown this analysis to a number of 
research specialists, college professors and n.ewsmen, including one 
reporter who covered the story for a leading American hewspap'er. With- 
out exception, these readers felt that our analysis merited serious 
consideration, and that it called into question several aspects of 
the F. B. I, -Dal las police account of the assassination. 

We are rot amateur detectives., We do not enjoy poring over the 
gory details of this killing. We do not enjoy the tedium of comparing 
the various quotations from - the police ana the F.B.I, which have 
appeared in newspaper accounts. 


fui we believe there sro important contradictions between the 
received version of the crime and the available evidence;, which other 
citizens may want to consider. We think the American people have a 
right to know- (1) How Lee Oswald, from a position behind and 
slightly to the right oi President Kennedy, fired a shot which 
entered the President's neck Just below the Adam’s apple; (2) How 
Oswald* using a belt-action rifle* fired three shots with deadly 
accuracy in five and one half seconds at a target 75-100 yards away 
moving about 25 miles an hour; (3) How the three shots could have 
produced four bullets; (4) How Lee Oswald did all the things he Is 
supposed to nave done In the 15 or 30 minutes (there are two 4 

different accounts) between the time the President was assassinated 
and the time Oswald allegedly ran into his auartme n -S* -a ll ? ., mm a: 


The analysis of the evidence 
these sections; (I) '.The 
Weapon; (IV) The Bullets; 




area' 


which follows | 
(II) The Wound 4; 
he* Murderer. 
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I. The Target 


3elow is a rough diagram; of the assassination scene which we 
have constructed from a map of the area which was printed In the New 
York Times of November 23 and from the pictures of the scene we have 

found in newspapers: Tse*s SthaelU o* th, 
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The motorcade consisted of a number of vehicles* The leading 
vehicle was the Presidential limousine with the President and Mrs* 
Kennedy in the rear seat, the President on the right. On Jump seats 
in front of the Kennedys, facing forward, were Governor and Mrs. 
Connally, Governor Connally on the right. The second car was filled 
with Secret Service men. The third car contained Vice-President and 
Mrs. Johnson and Senator Ralph Yarborough. In the fourth car were 
Secret Service agents protecting the Vice-President. The fifth car 
was a White House press pool car with a telephone company employee 
driving, UPl correspondent Merriman Smith In the middle of the front 
seat, and. acting White House Press Secretary Malcolm Kllduff on the 
right front. The other vehicles in the motorcade, of undetermined 
number, carried Texas and Dallas dignitaries; there were two buses 
of reporters, several open cars carrying photographers and other 
reporters, and a bus for White House staff members. 


At about 12^30 pm, November 22, the President’s limousine made 
the turn at Elm and. Houston Streets into the approach to the underpass 
leading to Stemmons Freeway. The car was traveling about 25 miles an 
hour., or about 12 yards per second. The distance between the- turn at 
Elm Street and the underpass is about 220 yards. Thus at the speed 
at which all witnesses agree the motorcade was traveling, the maximum 
time it could have consumed traversing this distance would have been 
20 seconds. 


It is difficult to determine, with precision, the exact point in 
the traversal of the 220 yard3 at which the shooting occurred. How- 
ever, some definite limits can be set from the available evidence. 
Experienced n3V3men, reporting In the New York Times , the New York 
Herald Tribune , the W as hlngt cn Post s the Atlanta Constitution , and for 
both Associated Prsss and United Press International, estimate that 
the Presidents car was 75-100 yards past the turn at Elm and Houston 
when the first shot was fired; ethers, persons on the soot at the 
time, say the President’s car was midway between the turn and the 
underpass; “Mrs. Connally says the car was almost ready to go under- 
neath the underpass; Governor Connally says the car had Just made the 
turn at Elm and’ Houston. 

% 

A reader, making use of the tree, the lamp post., and the 
ornamental wall shown in pictures on pages 24, 25 and 32H of Life 
magazine for November 29, can approximately Identify for himself the 


t 
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point a« which the President, smiling, waving and looking straight . 
ahead as the limousine moved toward the underpass, suddenly made a 
" clutching movement toward his throat. rt 


John Herbers, writing in the N ew York Times of November 27, 
comments on ths 15 -second movie sequence of the assassination taken by 
an amateur photographer (from which the pictures in Life magazine 
were selected). He says five seconds elapsed from the first shot 
until the President’s car disappeared into the underpass. If the 
President’s car continued at 25 miles an hour after the first shot then 
It traveled about 60 yards during this five seconds and, therefore, 
must have been about loO yards from the turn at 1m and Houston 
when firing commenced,, If 5 as most witnesses believe, it accelerated 
ranidly after the first shot, then it traversed considerably more 
than 60 yards during those five seconds. On the evidence of the 
movie, we would estimate the distance between the turn at Elm and 
Houston and the site of the first shot at something less than 160 
yards, not appreciably out of line with the estimates of witnesses 
and newsmen, and the anticipated conclusion of the F.O, I. report. 

Having established, with some certainty we think, the fact that 
the Presidential car was approximately 100 yards past the turn at 
Elm and Houston when the first shot wa 3 fired, we can move to a 
consideration of the wounds. 


II. The Wounds 

Tom Wicker, in the flaw York Times of November 23 , wrote that 
Doctors Malcolm Perry and Kemp Clark, who attended Mr„ Kennedy in 
the emergency room of the Parkland Memorial Hospital In Dallas 
immediately after the shooting, described the President 1 ’’ s wounds 
thus; "Mr. Kennedy was hit by a bullet in the throat;, just below 
the Adam’s apple, , . . This wound had the appearance of a bullet’s 
entry. Mr, Kennedy also had a massive, gaping wound in the back and 
on th-s right side of the head,” Dr, Parry was the first physician 
to treat the President, Dr, Clark was summoned and arrived in a 
minute or two. 


The early news accounts reflected some confusion about the 
nature of hie President's wounds. We saw nowhere In the newspapers 
nor heard in any of the radio or TV accounts any attempt to reconcile 
a wound in the front cf the President s throat with the theory that 
the she t3 came from the Texas Schoolbook Depository, 75=10° yards 
to the rear of ths President at the tine the first shot was fired. 

Nor did we see or hear any suggestion that the original accounts of 
where the President 1 ' a car was at the time of the shooting might be 
inaccurate. This could., perhaps, be attributed to the fact that 
identification of the throat wound aa one of entry was tentative, 
and that it would be reasonable to suppose a bullet entering the 
back of the President’s head, fired from an angle of about degrees 
above him, might exit at the Adam 3 e apple. The examining doctors* 
as they were quoted in the early press accounts, seemed to be unsure 
a 3 to whether one bullet cr two had inflicted the head and "throat 
wounds of the President. 
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However, John Harters, in a follow-up story in the Times of 
November 27. cleared all this up. Berbers quotes Dr. Kemp Clark, • 
the Dallas surgeon who pronounced the President dead, as saying that 
two bullets hit the President. One entered through the throat Just 
below the Adam’s apple and ranged downward, without exiting. The 
other struck the right side of the back of the President *s head 
tangentially (that is, it smashed in and out of the back of his head, 
traveling on a tangent to his head).. 

From this description of the Presidents wounds, it seems clear 
that one bullet must have been fired from in front o i* trx*£ President, 
Herbers tries to reconcile the frontal wound with the supposed 
position of the assassin in the Schoolbook Depository Building by 
suggesting that the gunman could have fired as the President's car 
wa3 approaching the building, then swung the gun through an arc of 
almost 180 degrees and fired twice mors. This reconciliation 
ignores the uncontroverted accounts of many eye-witnesses as to 
where the President's car was at the time the first shot was heard. 

We think it well-established that the first shot was fired only 
after the President's car was more than 75 yards past the building. 
Indeed, Herbers* own interpretation of the 15-second movie sequence 
establishes this almost beyond question. In order for the assassin 
to have wounded the President frontally from his supposed position 
in the building, he would have had to fire while the Presidential 
car was entering the turn at Houston and Elm, or before the car had 
halfway completed the turn. By all accounta this would have been 
six to eight seconds before a shot was heard. According to a ffew 
York Times dispatch from Dallas dated November 27, the Secret 
Service conducted a re-enactment of the assassination that day. The 
disoatch reported that "the consensus was that the shooting began 
after the Presidents car had made the turn." 


We see no way to reconcile the conclusion attributed to the 
forthcoming F.E.I. report, that "it has been established that all 
three sho-ss came from the same direction, behind and slightly to 
the right of the President's car’* (A? dispatch datelinea Washington, 
Atlanta Journal , Doc, 3)? with the statement of Dallas doctors that 
one bullet struck the President at about the necktie knot "in the 
aid-section of the front o&rz of his neck" (Ne w York Times , Nov, 24 


and 27 )„ Indeed, 
Sufficiently fron 


the bull ei 
;al that 


that struck the 


President ’’a 
thought the 


throat was 

Dr. Clark at first thought the same bullet 
might have entered through the throat and exited through the upper 
rear of the President's head (see a ihe Kennedy Wound," New York 
jTigea, Nov. 2d. for an account based on this supoositicnTo 


We think it significant that on December j, thirteen days after 
the assassination, 'Federal investigators" were 3till simulating 
the crime with car, camera and surveyor* a transit on Elm Street In 
Dallas, in an attempt to answer the question "how the President could 
have received a bullet in the front of the throat from a rifle in the 
Texas School Book Depository Building after his car had passed the 
building and was turning a gentle curve away front it" (Joseph Loftus 
in the New York Times . Dec, 6), 


Is it completely irrelevant that Frank Cormier of the AP reports 
( Atlanta Constitution ,. Dec, 3-' that experts discovered “a |mall, 
unexplained hole" in the windshield of the President's limousine? 
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III. The Weapon 

There are other difficulties with the police-F. B, I. theory con- 
sequent on the nature of the xveapcn supposedly used by the assassin. 

Early press accounts quoted various members of the Dallas police 
force as saying the assassin’s weapon was a 30 caliber Enfield and a 
7 . 65 mm Mauser. One Secrst Service man was reported to have said he 
thought the weapon was an “Army or Japanese rifle 11 of .25 caliber. The 
same press accounts reported that the rifle was found on the second 
floor of the building by a window, in the fifth-floor staircase, by an 
open sixth floor window, and hidden behind boxes and cases on the 
second and sixth floors. 


It was not until the F.B. I, allegedly discovered that Oswald had 
purchased an Italian-made 6, 5 mm rifle from a Chicago mail order 
house that the confusion vras dispelled. Then all accounts and all 
sources agreed, the former , 30-callber-Enfield-7.65-Mauser was now a 
6.5 mm Italian-made rifle with telescopic sight. It was also at this 
time that all sources began agreeing that the gun had been found on 
the sixth floor, though some still held out for the open-window 
location, while others argued for the buried-behlnd-the-boxea-and- 
cases theory. • 

In all this maneuvpring about the gun, we were continually dis- 
turbed about the fact that the gun was universally described as a 
bolt-action rifle with telescopic sl<?ht. We did not at that time have 
a very clear idea of the precise number of seconds within which the 
shots had occurred, but we were uneasy about anyone's having gotten 
off the reported three shots with a bolt action rifle from that distance 
at a target moving twelve yards a second with that accuracy, quic’dy 
enough to have created 3uch confusion about who got hit first, the 
President or ths Governor. 


Or. 


time 


November 25 the 
most knowledgeab 
the shootings a 



York Tlraes reported that " a group of the 
;n experts, meeting in Maryland at the 
hat i considering the gun, the distance, 

4 * .71 TD'i'i ^ h a •[• *! -1 ^ a ei « r ^ v.ro r* 



Then an November 27 the Tj.me? ran another story telling about 
teste which had been conducted by a “firearms expert from the National 
Rifle Association 0 in Washington, The expert had used a “Model 1938 
a. 5 3m bolt action rifle. 11 His target had been ?Q feet away. He was 
able to get off three shots in eleven seconds and they struck within 
a one-inch circle. On a second try the expert was able to get off 
three shots in eight seconds with comoarable accuracy. u slng this 
performance as a basis for speculation, the expert reasoned that a 
person vell-oracticed with the use of the gun could have done as 
well cr better under the conditions of the assassination in Dallas. 
(The story dl 1 not indicate whether or not the target used in these 
tecta was stationary or moving.) * 

Others did not agree with this expert. The Italian newspaper 
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Gorr.iere Lorabardo of Milan said, as reported in the same Times story, 
that if the Model 33 were used and that if core than one shot were ' 
fired " there must have been a second attacker , u In France, the Times 
story went on } the Paris said that a non-automatic rifle could 

not have been used to firs two bullets into President Kennedy and one 
into Governor Connally. In Vienna, the Olympics champion shot, Hubert 
Hammerer, said that the initial shot could have been made under the 
conditions in Dallas when Mr, Kennedy was hilled. But he considered 
it unlikely that one man could have triggered three shots within five 
seconds with the weapon used. 

All these experts were proceeding on the theory that the shots 
were fired as the Presidential car sped away from the gunman, with the 
gunman having to allow only for the forward movement of the car. This 
suoooeltlon, of course, takes no account of the marksman himself having 
to move in order to swing the gun through an arc of 130 degrees. 

These experts were also preceding on the theory that Lee Oswald 
was a crack marksman. However, and contrary to some early report b. 

It appears that in the Marines Oswald was only an “average 11 marksman 
(Laurence Stern and Alfred E. Lewis, writing in the Washington Post. 
Dec. 1), 


IV. The 3ullet3 


Then there is the matter of the bullets. There is general 
agreement among the witnesses and newspaper accounts that three shots 
were fired. Typical is Senator Ralph Yar borough a description, 
quoted here from the Washington Pest of November 23 ; "I heard three 
loud explosions that sounded like shots from a deer rifle. You could 
smell powder. " 


Yet- tr.ere appear to be £ovr bullets involved. In the Mew York 
Ti n on of November 25, Fred Pot- 0. 'luce 9 s story from Dallas lists as. part 
of the evidence supporting the 0 sw&ld~Sehaolbock~Depo3 it or y-Ksnnlicher- 
Carcano theory; “A bullet that Secret Service nor. removed from a 
stretcher at Parkland Hospital after the shooting, and two bullet 
fragments removed from the Presidential automobile matched bullets 
fired by the rifls f P.3, 1. 3 agents found inside the [warehouse]. :1 
Powladcrc ci:es Gordon Skankllir 7,3.1- agent in charge in Dallas, as - 
his source of information. Than it would appear accounts for two 
culls 33 . In the of November 27, John Herbers 1 story from Dallas 

say'll “Three shots are known to have beer, fired. Two hit the 
President. One did not emerge. Dr. Kemp 01ark> who pronounced Mr. 
Kennedy daad : , said one struck him at about the necktie knot. 1 It 
ranged downward and did not exit, * the surgeon said." Thus there la 
the bullet from the stretcher, the bullet which was found fragmented 
in the car, and the bullet that did not exit from the President, 


An AP dispatch from Dallas in ths At lanta Constitution of November 
2^ quotas Dr. Robert R, Shaw, attending physician for Governor Connally? 
"["’he Governor] seems to have been struck by Just one bullet, . . , 

’ve know the wound of entrance was along the right shoulder. He was 
shot from above. . . . [The bullet] entered the back of his cheat and 
moved outward. . . e It emerged from hie cheet and struck his wrist and 
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t re.-ainer la the President, and the tulles in the Governor*! 
I « •;, H~ rears, m his Tinea a Dory of Che 2?th» presumes -'Chat Che 
r,.;.l-*£ Chat a truck the P resident “ a head was Che one recovered front the 


•Cretcher Chat core the President into the hospital, " 
r: -erica about how Che bullet not onto the stretcher. 


he ao'sn-*t 

Dr, Clark stated 


tne 


•i < 


r- ' ... 


ou 


the President 8 3 head, V.e assume 


this to ce-n that ther^ was an exit as v/ell aa an entr7 wound in the 
.-r- client 0 s head, Furthermore, it would be much more likely that the 
fragmented bullet would be the one which made the head wound, LeMoyne 
ir.y er* forensic medicine specialist. In his book Homicide Inv rstl nation , 
rit-s; “When a lea' 1 bullet is fired into the skull at an angle, it 
■.•ill .iOmetim^s fracture the skull bone in such a way that a sharp edge 
of bene Is presented to the bullet •* As a result, the bullet is cut in 
t o lengthwise. ... It is not likely to hanoen if Jacketed ammunition 
L: used, 11 According to Ralph McGill ( Atlanta Constitution . Nov. 29) 
the esrnscln used !, duxa— dua ( 30 ft lead) a .munition, " 


It should be noted here, too, that while Herbers identifies the 
stv-tch-'r from which the bullet was removed, ?cvrl°ds:e s 3 story of two 
>. ya earlier* in which he cites F» P, I, agent Gordon Shanklin as his 
ceu,rce» merely says: “A bullet that Secret Service men removed from 

ii stretcher [our italics 3," 

'*> h*v* no way of kneeing whether the bullet remained inside the 
to •.* cf tne President and va3 buried with him, or -'hether it was 
removed for evidence, Dr, Clark, in Herbers 1 story of the 27th, merely 
ssy-? chat th* bullet di - net exit of its o r m accord. Then Herbers 
••-rites '‘‘The bullet that did not exit from Che President's body may 
dive lines be *-n recovered in an autopsy, but the Parkland Hospital 
5 aid no outer sy was nerf cried in Dallas^ " An AP di 3 natch in the 

■ -cm .I.: '. -' of November 2? states that "the white House has sc 


far declined to Day cn autoosy was o^r formed or. the body 
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'wii act -.or it is»3 also stated .. according to Herders., that 
or? of President Kennedy ' 1 3 assassination, written in 
Clnrk, cnief of neurosurgery at Par :.iand, 


-iv wu the secret service and the hoerital had no copy, 
exes etc the 5e:-cet Service to return it eventually. * 


haa oeen. 

The hoc-oiCal 


Another fact we find puzzling is that a ,->ar»ntiy the two bullets 
with the cloudiest pedlEree are the ones that link the shooting to 
Che run the investigators finally settled on from a fi«ld cf three or 
-ore- Dovish e : & story of th«? 2 f . :h,. ouoted above states that the 
•ct -etcher bulls? and tae fragmented' bullet mo tehee 
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in the afternoon of November .22, So T -ere the two bullets. 

* r r. *-•• .» t>c r ? <s ‘s $ i on of the Dallas? police and the F" 1 I» » 

•Vo!., fr'.-, a V- er, r*n The cun vo.s Identified to newsmen variously 
ipi--- 5 '.^user, "hen. sometime on Movnmber 23, the„ 

‘,v of tr.* rifle C’-an^ndv It b-c arse a Mannlicher«Carcano.» Vie 
Kr o'-' "h^tn^r it is the custom. ef Italian rifle-makers to leave 
n.jrnrs off their products*. 80 that they cannot be identified 
lately, nut, if so, why the false identification? 

c-i v* dp hnov that th a sore da mace none to the surface of the 
t 8 the more ubious becomes the accuracy of laboratory comparison 
o-her bullet,- to determine vh 1 ch gun of a given sake it was fired 
-v r. if the make of the gun can be determined. Thus the 
' f ! cation of the gun that supposedly fired the assassination 
■ze seems to r-st primarily, not on the fragmented biillet, but 

; -r*-dly found by a leered Service man on a stretcher in 
. : nc h Jsplt-ilj Dallas, after the President was shot, 

it iz by r.o means clear at this point Just where this bullet came 
.-..ad how it come to be on the stretcher. 


The Murderer 


Th**- way th* supposed assassination gun is United to the supposed 
os v ns sir. is curious, too, ?o:-/l edge ” 8 story of the 25th states: ’'The 

, ' ■ I, agent [Gordon ShanklinJ said the young man ordered a v, 5 ::ua 
rifle l th telescope sight from a Chicago store lest soring. The 
rifle va-: sent to an “A. Hidell 4 ? at Os*-uild’s post office box here. It 
arrived by parcel post on March 20., Samples of Oswald's handwriting 
•*'.--re sent yesterday to the F,B. I, laboratory m Washington where they 
found to match the handwriting in the letter ordering the rifle, * 
-r. h.s story of the 2o ch, Povledj? again refers to the gun ; “The 
district attorney' said the police had traced the seriRl~au®bftr of the 
murder wean or.* an Italian rifle vich a telescopic sight, to the Chicago 
mall order house 


:nt had odd Oswald a r-ifi* last spring. ” Thus all 
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nc.u-30 

the gun ■ .-i Ciicut tel * a conic 

.ijV, S'.; Aul .. O .' .* r C-Ti _ ) 

$C for Che 3- 


u. '.to 


0 far ve knew* the only thing which links Csv. 


to the .run 


1-3 alhig-d to have ordered lz the letter the says it hao in 

•-ovaii’s he rewriting, out =!gneu !, A 0 Hide! 1, " Yet when this letter vaa 
i-.-noribed to newsmen in the early lays of the investigation.- it 
supposedly prdered the gun ££d si^rdt for >12,78, fov've learn that 
1 ‘-‘.‘i* tuot «fl add* tior.&l d?« 5C-. Was the sight ordered in a ? ei>orat« 
i-ccjry also in u'swAld - s handwriting a::d also sirred w. 


the 


one money order signed by Hide!! iur 112- 7o ar.c ancthar for 


•»a c 


i a •> 


if sd why was this information neld back at the cine the 


u .r.er was sr.nour^sc; 
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A 3 s c nee .. . Di strict Attorney Wade said. 

W ' * .-.1 . rv Lh'C.i v.*ere th* Tun raufc* :n the ware house* now aver* 

-- >•••. iAa,- a Uriahs,, then palaprin ts , Arid on Scv -mb/ir 271 

'''• -.nett 1:^2 a „ one ci the nation '’a leading uef-nse lawyers# 

- , said tr.:j police's purported discovery of Ogyald 9 s palmprints in 

v*:o room ' here the assassin lay in wait was not necessarily incriminating. 
‘WrCtorints -ore net nearly as conclusive aa fingerprints* * he said." 

York ?c st , Nov, 27) , 

In other parts of his Nov, 2 b conference* District Attorney V/ade 
se-med so confused that f *e must question whether he really knew much 
v f.O’it the evidence against Oswald at the time. As an example of hie 
confusion* note the following exchange referring to the alleged attempt 
by Cava Id to shoot an arresting officer in the Texas Theater (taken from 
trocscriot of the nw-s conference published in the New York Times . Nov. 2° 

7hy - i n*t it go off? 

A. It snaoped. It was a misfire.. Then the officers 
subdued him — some six officers — subdued him 
there in the theater* and he was brought to the 
police station here. 

<2. Mr. Wade* why didn*t'the gun fire? 

A. It misfired, being on the”-- the 3hell dl n‘t 
exolode. We have it where It hit it* but it 
didn’t explode. It didn’t fire the shell. 

■2. There was’ one officer who said that he pulled 
the trigger., but he managed to put his thumb in 
the part' before the firing pin/ It dl.-n't. . > 


o o e 


, , .strike the the bullet didn’t explode. Is 

that it? 

I derht kno* ’ whether it s that or not. I know ha 
didn't sr.au the run is all I know about it. 


New. either Wade had. a t oart cf the evidence* the misfire bullet from 
the pistol- vi ch a mark cn it made by the pistol’s firing pin* or he 
didn't. He dl'-n-t 3 s sa 20 knew ohcetaer he n&d it or not. 


Ail in ail. it 13 hard to see hov ■ > na District Attorns? felt able 
a ah: AA: WI •auI*. say without an? doubt he Is the killer. - This 

r a. j . part.: lari v irresponsible statement in view of the fact that some 
c-. the ? v .p 0 rt cd e- hcer.u e — 3 Ah as tne alleged statement by Mr?.* 

-A.v.ild ?.h her r.ue band nati a rifle in their garage on the night before 
the assassination but th.it i.; was gone tne next day — would never have 
be-'-n admissable in a Texas court, as the oolice readily admitted. 

We will remark or. only one other aspect of the case against 
Ct nld- Dallas District Attorney Wade ox’fered to newsmen and to the 
public, as one of the links in the chain of evidence against Oswald* the 
fact that Oswald vent to his home in Oak Cliff* changed nia clothes 
h”.rri® 'ly, and left (Wade's Nov, 24 ne'-’s conference aa printed In the 
'A' - v ~ r h Tlma^ , Nov. 2b), According to a HP I dispatch dat^lined Dallas 
,r ch- At_w aj 2 t a -Journa l, Mcv. 23.- "Mrs. K. 0, Roberts, "ho works for the 
• -.ns one i from wnoas Oswald rented a room in Oak Cliff is said that at 
A. cut 12 a - 5 pa (Dallas Time) Friday she had Just learned that Hr, 
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Kennedy was shot.. In rushed Oswald, ! 0n the dead run, 1 she said,- * Her 
ran. to his room, came running back with a {fray 2it>oer jacket and out -the 

doer ■'o'* 


The assassin's bullets were fired between 12*30 and 1201 pm (Dallas 
Time), Oswald supposedly fired them from the sixtn floor of the building 
where he worked. Then, supposedly, he hid the rifle behind some books 
and packing case3 and made his way to the second floor of the building, 
F.oy S„ Truly, TSD3 manager, and a policeman ran into the building 
immediately after the shots were fired, "The two men scrambled up the 
stairs to the second floor. As they made their way to the back stairway, 
the policeman sat: Oswald standing beside a soft drink machine, sloping 
from a Ccke bottle," ( Washington Post ? Dec, 1). According to the New 
York Post (Nov. 27) two noted criminal lawyers have questioned this 
account, Maurice Edelbaua said: “The main incongruity I see is the 

report of Oswald’s swift descent from the sixth floor. The moment a 
policeman rushed into the building Oswald was there," Raymond Brown 
stated: "How did he get down? Were there steps or an elevator from 

the sixth floor? Did anybody see hia?“ 


Then, according to Wade, Oswald left the building and walked four 
blocks west to Lamar Street W ere he boarded a bus. He rode the bus an 
undetermined number of blocks and then got off. He hailed a taxicab and 
rode four miles to his room In the Oak Cliff section of Dallas. He 
arrived, according to Mrs, Roberts* Just fourteen minutes after the 
as sassination. Now if the taxicab was able to average 20 miles an hour, 
which we think would be a maximum, the taxi ride ,r ould have taken twelve 
minutes, This leaves Oswald with just two minutes to shoot the 
President and Governor Connelly* clean and hide the gun* run down four 
flights of stairs* search his pockets for coins*, get a ccke from the 
machine open lt c engage in some conversation with Mr. Truly and the 
policeman* make his way from the second floor out of the building, walk 
four blocks to the bus stop 3 board the bus and ride several blocks, and 
get off the bus and hall a taxi. 


Or. December 1st, however, the v/ashir .- tsn Pos t quoted housekeeper 
Roberts as saying’ "He came dashing in scout 1 c cioc " This new 
version creates no’'* difficulties- for these reporters refer to "the 
floundering of one V. c in the choked downtown truff is, iJ and to the fan'; 


ths t Oswald 1 1 ole the tcabj driver tc drop him cf; 


corner five 


'clicks beyor.it his rooming heusv, 3 If the traffic was •'chckod" we probably 


esti. 

■€ r\ ■** r 




four aiiea to Oswald" s rooming hous 
an hour- 

’~ r '- [T ^ )' « 


;en miles 


'/snags sucre of the taxi Ov»r us 
At an average soeed of 
vow id have taken the i £u minutes tc cover the distance® 
leave Oswald five minutes to shoot tha President and Governor 


Connailjj dear. and. hide the gun* nan down four flights of stsira, search 
his pockets for coins, get a coke from the machine* open it-, enga.-e in 
some conversation with Nr® Truly and the policeman, oaks his way from 
the second floor out of the building, walk four blocks to the bus stop, 
board the bus and ride several blocks, and get off the bus and hall a 
taxi. And, of course* if we acceot this version* we must alio*-', -ithin 
the five minutes left to Oswald, the time necessary to walk the five 
bloks back to his rooming house from the corner to which the taxi took 
him® 
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VI, Conclusion * • 

We ar* .aware that und*r cr^t pressure and in the midst of 
confusion, mistakes are easily made. No doubt many of the discre- 
pancies presented above are of this nature., If so. physical 
evidence can be produced which will readily sake this clear., 

It is also true, however, that under great pressure and in the 
midst of confusion investigating agencies may be tempted to declare 
a case closed and to presume an innocent man guilty, especially 
when that man is dead and cannot be brought to trial. 


Since the built of this analysis was written, the nation 5 a 
leading news magazines - — Time , Life * Newsweek , and U, S, ; News and 
World He iort — have made public their versions of the assassination 
They merely add to the confusion.. For example. Time (Dec, 6) haa 
Oswald buying rifle and sight for Cl9»95» while according to Newsweek 
( Uec, 9) he oald 512, 7S„ All early accounts of the assassination put 
the speed of the President "s limousine at about 25 raile3 per hour, 

'but no*' it has slowed to 15 miles per hour ( Life -,, Nov, 29), “no more 
than half the 25 miles per hour first estimated by authorities" 
( Newsweek , dec, 9), and 12 miles per hour ( f»3, News and w o rld 


• * e . ■ .'*• r* T* 


uec, 


9). 


"he latter marazine com cents! 


:r President 


Kennedy’s car had b-»en moving even 20 miles an hour, the experts 
3ay, if might have made the lead time too a problem for 

the sniper," Could, this be why the car ha* "tow.vd liokv. since Ncvembe: 
22? 


Th* central problem — » the fact that the President va3 wounded 
in the front of tr.e throat ("the asld-S3Ction of the front part cf 


ms neck, 
November 23 


•’ according tc 'staff doctors'' at Parkland Hosoital on 

fo rk 7 in am Nov 2b] ) — regains, Life and N ewsweek 


‘ i • : r% A 

r — i.\ S. r* 


p • » a ' 


* 2 c r 1 ; 


e ~- 


:e e t past the turn at 


in- of the 


1 -- £> v o'* 


a short ir distance shun our «vst 


\ -< 
- 


~ucr 


: oc 


US’) 

n n v r . & *v I r / i 2 ' * f or 3. t ~ ” ”2 t hi* d v r* ~ t 7 0 i*vo r t c 


of the reck, L f e (Dec 
3 •- * 7 


rec^^ni ® 3 7 .vTd 


•u t solves it by 


29 


'he President was turning far to the right at the mo: 

•of 1 -vo -cl, This explanation arrears "to fail for two reasons. 

First, kifulsl o- T; b ictus -;i cf the r-rt .h tine issue ut No ''-••cber 
show the Pres id ant locking s tr sight a'vjad , -leccnd, fit Street 
curves l~ft as if pass as the warehouse build ing (see the picture 
■on oaga 3cH o*’ Life : No**. >9), in suen s •-ay tioat w.-.-sn the first 
bullet struck the President’s back was 00 the • -indov : Ir. order for 

a bullet to ho v 3 entered "the mid-section of the front part of hia 
neck" the President would have had tc turn completely arc end Just 
before the shot was fired. 

We believ* there must be nr. investigation of the assassination 
which hoe’s not set our to prove that Oswald did It, tut '-'hich works 
on the assumption that the identity cf the killer cr killers is 
unknown, It' is disturbing that the purpose of investigating oodles 
set up by the state of Texa3 and by the new President has Ce£ii 
described as the refutation of rumors that there was a conspiracy 
and the dispe'ling of all doubt that Oswald was the assassin. 
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It and when an objective investigation is conducted, we would 
not be surprised to find that Oswald was actually a minor figure' ' 
in the affair, if he was involved at all. 

More than this. We believe that the agencies which have thus 
far conducted the investigation should themselves be asked some 
questions. Among these are: 

1. How was Jack Ruby permitted to shoot Lee Oswald? 

2. Did the F. B. I. interview Oswald a few days before the 
assassination? 

3. What is the reason Dallas police chief Curry, riding forty 
feet in front of the Presidents limousine, vaa able (in hi? own 
words) to "tell from the sound of the thrae shots that they had 
come from the book company 9 s building"? (ll ew York Times . Nov. 24*). 

4. Did the F.B. I. show Oswald's mother a picture of Ruby 
the night before Ruby killed Oswald? 

5. Is it true as reported in the Wa shington Post . Dec. 1 
(see also the New York Herald Tribune . Ncv. 28), that “the F.B. I. 
seized an amateur photographer" s movie f '/lm showing silhouettes of 
two men in the sniper window"? 

It seems hardly too much to suggest that the Dallas police and 
the F.B. I. need to account for their o\r:. activities before, during 
and after the assassination. Until sucU an accounting 13 made, no 
version of the tragedy produced by the rolice or the F.B. I. can be 
accepted with confidence. 


A note on the authors; 

JACK MINNIS did his graduate work in Political Science at 
Tulane University. He is director of a South:* lde research project. 


STAUGHTON LYND received his 3. A. from Harvard College, and his 
M. A. and Ph*D« 1:; History xroa Columbia. c.iilee.-’^ity. His articles 
and reviews have appeared in SsgMiVS&vZ; liberation, the 

Nation , the New Republic, the Political Sclent quarterly, and the 
William and Ma ry Quarterly . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE, r, . IHRIMINAL-GEN. CRIME SE& J 

SON VRATHER, CBS NEWS IN DALUS INTERVIEWED MASTER CEREMONIES 
CURRENTLY APPEARING AT RUBYS NIGHT CLUB, WHO SAID OSWALD WAS 


SEEN IN RUBYS CLUB ABOUT A WEEK PRIOR TO THE ASSASSINATION 


PLEASE SEE THAT THIS EMPLOYEE OF RUBY IS QUESTIONED FURTHER 
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The President has received your telegram* Be 
naked me to a score yoa that year interest is wir- 
ing is appreciated and that yoor comments have 
beam folly noted. 

Sincerely* 


; ■ Ralph A. Dung an - 

Special Assistant 
to the President 
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